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Combining complex searches 
 

 If you have been searching for subject headings AND thinking of synonyms for each 
of your terms, the process is more complicated than if you were just combining two 
simple searches. 
 

 First of all you need to combine all of your synonyms for one concept together using 
OR (both your subject headings and your keywords). Then you would combine 
each of those combinations together using AND. 

  

Follow these steps to combine complex searches 
 

 Look at your Search History table. This shows you every search you have carried 
out so far.  

 
 Identify all the searches (subject heading and keywords) you carried out about 

topic 1 and tick the box to the left of every set.  
 

 Click on the OR button  
 

 This produces a combination set at the bottom of your search history table, 
containing all results about topic 1 altogether.  

 
 Now tick every set of results you generated about topic 2 and combine them using 

OR as well.  
 

 You should now have a second combination set at the bottom of your search history 
table.  

 
 Now tick every set of results you generated about topic 3 and combine them using 

OR.  
 

 You should now have a third combination set.  
 

 The final stage is to combine your combination sets!  
 

 To do this, just tick your three combination sets – but this time combine them by 
clicking on the AND button.  

 
 This narrows the search to leave you with one final set of results that contains all 

your topics together  
  
 


